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Date : 
Dear Prosecutor,

As a member/supporter of ACAT-Belgium French speaking, the Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture, I am writing to you on behalf of

Mr Andrei Bondarenko, a trade union activist, who was ordered by a court in Vinnytsya 
on 29 October 2010 to undergo a forced psychiatric examination.  

  
According to my information, he is in hiding and fears that he will be subjected to psychiatric treatment because of his legitimate trade union and human rights activities. 

Reportedly, Mr Andrei Bondarenko has no record of mental illness and has already undergone three psychiatric examinations to prove his sanity, the most recent of which was in October 2010. 
I am deeply concerned that among the reasons quoted by prosecutors for him to be examined is his “excessive awareness of his own and others’ rights and his uncontrollable readiness to defend these rights in unrealistic ways”. 
What is more, it is reported that when the judge granted the order for a psychiatric examination in a closed session on 29 October, not only was Andrei Bondarenko absent, but the lawyer who represented him along with two civil defenders was ordered out of the court room by the panel of judges. 

Therefore, I urgently ask you for Mr Andrei Bondarenko to be given psychiatric examination outside the Vinnytsya Region to ensure impartiality, with the participation of a psychiatrist from the Ukrainian Psychiatric Association and the World Psychiatric Association, and that he is not subjected to any treatment until he has exhausted all legal remedies. 

Second, I urge you to investigate into the numerous irregularities in this case, for example the fact that his lawyer was excluded from the hearing on 29 October.

Last, I should like to remind the Ukrainian authorities that they have an obligation not only to ensure that human rights defenders can carry out their activities unhindered but also to protect them against any violence, threats or retaliation.

I thank you for the attention you will give to this concern.

Yours respectfully,
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